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SCQF level Previous structure New structure

7 Advanced Higher Adv. Higher

6 Higher Higher

5 Credit National 5

4 General National 4

3 Foundation National 3



Attainment in the Senior Phase has continued to 
increase since the introduction of the new National 
Qualifications in 2013/14:

By the end of S4:

Pupils achieving 5 or more awards at National 5 level (grades A-C)

2014 2015 2016 2017

20% 25% 31% 31%



By the end of S5:

Pupils achieving 1 or more award at 

Higher level (grades A-C)

Pupils achieving 3 or more awards 

at Higher level (grades A-C)

2014 2015 2016 2017 2014 2015 2016 2017

34% 44% 46% 47% 15% 22% 25% 27%



By the end of S6:

*the S4, S5 and S6 figures are given as a percentage of the total number of pupils 
when that cohort was in S4.

Pupils achieving 3 or more 

awards at Higher level or 

above (grades A-C)

Pupils achieving 5 or more 

awards at Higher level or 

above (grades A-C)

Pupils achieving 1 or more 

awards at Advanced Higher 

level (grades A-C)

2014 2015 2016 2017 2014 2015 2016 2017 2014 2015 2016 2017

21% 25% 32% 42% 17% 14% 21% 25% 11% 12% 13% 13%



GHS Leaver Destinations

Establishment Year 
% of Schools Leavers in 
a Positive Destination 

Grangemouth High 
School 

2015/16 95.49 

Virtual Comparator 2015/16 93.76 

Falkirk 2015/16 95.02 

National 2015/16 93.33 



GHS Leaver Destinations

School
% Activity 
Agreement 

% Employed 
% Further 
Education 

% Higher 
Education 

% 
Not known 

% 
Training 

% 
Unemployed 
Not Seeking 

% Unemployed 
Seeking 

% Voluntary 
Work 

Grangemouth 
High School 

27.82 27.82 32.33 6.77 1.50 3.01 0.75 

Virtual 
Comparator 

0.53 22.03 29.62 38.72 0.30 2.48 0.83 5.11 0.38 

Falkirk 0.92 28.42 22.13 37.26 0.07 5.37 1.44 3.47 0.92 

National 1.02 22.29 26.59 40.34 0.24 2.59 1.34 5.10 0.51 
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Learner Journey 1

S4
• 6 National 5 Awards

S5
• 3 Higher Awards

• Year 1 of HNC Engineering at Forth Valley College

S6

• 1 Higher and 1 Advanced Higher Award

• Year 2 of HNC Engineering at Forth Valley

• Work Placement with a relevant GHS partner employer

TOTAL AWARDS AT 
POINT OF EXIT FROM 

SENIOR PHASE:
- 6 National 5 

Qualifications
- 4 Higher 

Qualifications
- 1 HNC Qualification
- 2 Wider 

Achievement 
Qualifications

Hi, I’m Beau 
House and I 
would like to 
become an 

Engineer



Learner Journey 2

S4

• 4 National 4 Awards (working towards N5 over 2 years in 2 of 
these subjects)

• 2 National 5 Awards

S5

• 4 National 5 Awards

• 1 Higher Award (English)

• College course National 5 SfW Childcare

S6

• 3 Higher Awards

• 1 National 5 Award

• SQA Award in Volunteering through Saltire (Primary School)

TOTAL AWARDS AT 
POINT OF EXIT FROM 

SENIOR PHASE:
- 4 National 4 

Qualifications
- 8 National 5 

Qualifications 
- 4 Higher 

Qualifications
- 1 Wider Achievement 

Qualification

Hi, I’m Jean 
Cross and I 

would like to go 
into teaching



Learner Journey 3

S4

• 2 National 3 Award

• 2 National 4 Awards

• 1 National 5 Award

• SCOTS/Employability course in partnership with Forth Valley College

S5

• National 5 SfW Construction Skills (Forth Valley College)

• 2 National 4 Awards

• 2 National 5 Awards

• National 4 Leadership Award through PE

S6
• Year 1 at Forth Valley College studying NPA in Construction 

Craft -Plumbing

TOTAL AWARDS AT POINT 
OF EXIT FROM SENIOR 

PHASE:
- 2 National 3 

Qualifications
- 5 National 4 

Qualifications 
(including Leadership)

- 4 National 5 
Qualifications 
(including SfW
Construction)

- (NPA qualification at 
college during S6 
year)

Hi, I’m Mo Ray 
and I would like 

to be a 
Plumber
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S4

All 6 choices from 
SQA courses which 

MUST INCLUDE 
MATHS AND ENGLISH

Wider Achievement 
Options available in 

consultation with 
Pupil Support PT in 

exceptional 
circumstances

S5
All 6 choices from 
SQA courses OR 5 
from SQA courses 
and 1 from Wider 

Achievement

2 or more Highers –
will select ‘Higher 
Tutorial/Study’ in 

column F

S6
All 6 choices from 

SQA OR 5 from SQA 
and 1 from Wider 
Achievement OR 4 

from SQA and 2 from 
Wider Achievement

2 or more Highers –
will select ‘Higher 
Tutorial/Study’ in 
column F (which 

counts as one of the 
Wider Achievement 

options)



Learners in the Senior Phase are initially entered for courses in October 
as follows:

• S4 learners will be entered for a 1-year full course award at the level 
deemed appropriate by the teacher

• S5 learners will initially be entered either for a 1-year full course 
award or a 2-year course award (where they will work towards course 
presentation in S6 and complete appropriate units in S5)

• S6 learners will initially be entered for a full course award at the level 
deemed appropriate by the teacher



Learner 
working at 

the 
appropriate 

level 

Learner 
working at 

an 
appropriate 

pace

Regular review 
of learning and 

feedback on 
how to 

progress

Best chance 
of achieving 
successful 

course 
award

• Our learners follow individually planned pathways that support them to 
achieve the highest possible qualifications in their chosen subjects at their exit 
point from school

• Learner pathways are tailored to provide progression for learners as they move 
through Senior Phase at Grangemouth High School 



Changes to National Qualifications from Session 2017-18

• decision by the Scottish Government to remove mandatory unit assessment from 
National qualifications, initially at National 5 level from 2017-18.  

• Grade boundaries for a National 5 ‘D Award’ are now 40%-49% (previously 45-49%)
• The units still exist as a freestanding option for learners
• Schools are permitted for an interim period to present pupils ‘in exceptional 

circumstances’ for both the course award and the freestanding units

What does this mean?
• Learners will no longer be required to pass official unit assessments in order to be 

presented for the National 5 course award.
• Learners achieving 40% or more in the National 5 course assessment will achieve an 

award (50% or more will still receive a pass)



How will these changes affect the learners of Grangemouth High School?

• At GHS, the outcomes of the freestanding units will still be covered through assessment of 
National 5 learners in each subject during the session, but this may take a different format to 
the ‘unit assessments’ of previous sessions.  

• Learners who achieve a working grade of A or B by the March tracking report will be presented 
for the National 5 course award and not be presented for the separate National 5 units.

• Learners who achieve a working grade of C, D (or fail) by the March tracking report will be 
given the opportunity to be presented for the separate National 5 units in addition to the full 
National 5 course award if they pass the associated outcomes (as a ‘back up’ should they 
achieve less than 40% for the National 5 course award)

• These learners will also be presented for the Added Value Unit (AVU) at National 4 level so that 
they can achieve a full course award at National 4 if they achieve less than 40% at National 5 
(unless the pupil is in S5 or S6 and has already previously achieved the National 4 award).

• It will be made clear to the learner and their parent/carer at that stage whether they are being 
entered for the units in addition to the full course. 



What about Higher and Advanced Higher?

• At Higher and Advanced Higher level, all learners are still required to 
pass all associated unit assessments in order to be presented for the 
course in 2017/18.  Failure to pass these units after being given two 
chances will result in a move to a 2-year pathway (if the learner is 
remaining at school the following session) or ‘units only’ presentation 
(if the pupil is leaving school at the end of the 2017/18 session).

• The removal of mandatory unit assessment from Higher and Advanced 
Higher, and the change in boundary to 40-49% for a D Award, will take 
place at the following times:
• Higher in 2018/19
• Advanced Higher in 2019/20



Unit Assessment [N3, N4, H, AH]

• A Unit Assessment Calendar is created in October. The Unit Assessment Calendar 
allows learners to plan their study effectively when working towards assessments in 
each of their subjects. 

• If a learner has significantly underperformed within a Unit Assessment, a letter is 
sent home to inform their parent/carer, detailing the nature of the concern.

• The timing of Unit Assessment re-sits are at the discretion of Faculty PTs, but in any 
event the distance between the initial assessment and the re-sit should allow the 
pupil time to work on improving in the areas identified in the initial assessment.

Assessment [N5]

• As part of learning and teaching, pupils will complete assessments that cover the 
outcomes of the freestanding units (though not necessarily at the same times or in 
the same order as before).  These assessments will also feature in the Assessment 
calendar to aid pupils with planning.



National 4 course award vs. 
National 5 D Award

National 4 Award National 5 D

Tarrif
points…..

48 59

Best for….. Learners who are unlikely to 
gain an A-C pass at National 5 
but are looking to progress to a 
National 5 award in the 
following session as part of their 
planned Senior Phase pathway.

Learners who are in their final 
year at school or in their final 
year of that particular subject (eg. 
as an ‘exit point’ in the subject 
rather than as a progression to 
the next level)



Presentation Policy Chart (see 
handout)

//gmth-data-ss-03/Shared for Staff$/Staff/SQA/SQA 2018/Presentation Policy Chart.docx


October:

- Initial 
presentation 

levels

- First tracking 
report

October

- Creation of 
Senior Phase 
Assessment 

Calendar

December

- S4 and S5/S6 
Parent Evenings 

- Second tracking 
report 

- Level change 
window

January:

- Prelim 
exams

February:

- Full report

March:

- Final level 
change window

- Final tracking 
report

April:

- Estimate 
grades to SQA

Assessment, 
Tracking and 
Reporting on 
Progress



Level Advanced Higher

Higher

National 5

National 4

National 3

Wider Achievement 

Courses

Target Grade A/B/C/2-year Pathway (S5 

pupils only, working 

towards units in S5 and full 

course in S6)

Pass/2-year Pathway (S5 

pupils only, working 

towards units in S5 and full 

course in S6)

Target Grades:



Working grades:

Questioning in class Extended written 

responses/essays

School generated 

assessments/class tests based 

on SQA criteria 

Pupil presentations Practical performances Official SQA Unit Assessments 

(using percentages to 

ascertain grades)

Self and peer assessment 

activities using set criteria

Homework Assessment through materials 

from the NAR



On track/off track:

Interventions – for off track pupils

On Track If the working grade is already the same as the target grade or if the learner is 

likely to reach the target grade by the prelim (reports 1 and 2) or May (reports 3 

and 4) by continuing with their current rate of effort and progress this session.

Off Track If the working grade is below the target grade and the learner is unlikely to reach 

the target grade by the prelim (reports 1 and 2) or the final exam (reports 3 and 4) 

if they continue with their current rate of effort and progress.



Frequently asked questions……

What is meant by a 2-year pathway?
Learners following this pathway are exposed to the full course in S5 and again in S6, but 
are presented for the units in S5 and the course award (final exam) in S6.  Implications for 
University entry.

Who is a 2-year pathway suitable for?
S5 pupils who achieved National 4 in S4 but evidence suggests would be unlikely to 
achieve a pass (A-C) at National 5 in S5, and who plan on remaining at school and 
continuing with the subject in S6.  Likewise, it is also suitable for learners who achieved a 
C pass at National 5 in S4 but are likely to require two years of exposure to the Higher 
course in order to achieve a pass in S6.

What will happen if a learner starts a 2-year pathway in S5 but does not continue with 
it in S6 due to other circumstances?
Learners on the 2-year pathway are presented for the units in S5 and the course award in 
S6.  Therefore, the pupil would still achieve the units in S5.



Frequently asked questions (continued)……

Will gaining a National 5 D Award allow the learner entry to the next level in the 
subject?
No, entry requirements for Higher vary from subject to subject (mostly National 5 C 
award or above).  Individual circumstances will be considered, but it is likely that the 
learner would either be encouraged to sit National 5 again with the view to progressing 
to Higher the following year, or to undertake National 5 in another subject in the same 
faculty area.

As can be seen, our presentation policy promotes National 5 D as an option for those 
pupils who are in their final year of school or their final year of the subject and could 
achieve 40%-49%, but not as a progression to the next level in the subject the following 
session. 

Where can I find further information on SQA courses and progression pathways?
http://www.npfs.org.uk/?s=nutshell
The National Parent Forum of Scotland website

http://www.npfs.org.uk/?s=nutshell


Mentoring



What is mentoring?
Helpful 

relationship 
built on 

mutual trust 
and respect.

Mentoring helps 
learners to:

Become more 
self-aware

Maximise 
their 

potential, 

Develop their 
skills, 

Improve their 
performance 

Become the 
person they 
want to be.



What is a mentor?

A mentor is a guide 
who gives the learner 

time, space and 
encouragement to 

reflect on difficulties 
and opportunities.

A mentor helps 
learners to develop 

solutions and an 
action plan for 

success.

A mentor provide a 
neutral lens to help 
learners rationalise 

what they have to do 
in the time available 

to them.

A mentor can help 
build confidence and 

self-esteem.



Individual 
Mentoring 

Individual 
Mentoring

Flexible and responsive to pupil 
needs.

Mentees reviewed after each 
tracking report.

Mentor feedback used to inform 
changes. 

Mentors and will have the 
opportunity to add a 

comment to the referral so 
that the class teacher can 

view this

Mentors receive 
information about  their 
mentee's progress and 
interventions/supports 

that departments have put 
in place for them

Mentors 
volunteer to 

work with 
either 1, 2, or 3 

pupils 
individually 



Mentoring 
• The mentoring programme provides a positive impact to pupil 

attainment, showing a rise in individual attainment.

• 60% of the 39 pupils mentored in 2016/17 showed a rise in their 
academic attainment

- S4 pupils studying 4 or more N5 subjects (and off-track in 2 or more 
subjects)

- S5/S6 pupils studying 3 or more Highers (and off-track in 2 or more)



Group Mentoring – what is it? 

• Group mentoring or ‘study skills’ sessions are aimed at everyone.

• Grouped with similar abilities and aspirations so that you will not feel 
uncomfortable in the groups  e.g. 

• 4 or 5 Highers or Advanced Highers 

• Up to 3 Highers 

• Mainly N5 

• Mainly N4

• N1-3 & SFL @GHSStudySkills



Group Mentoring – what is it? 

• Task specific sessions 

• How to study effectively and avoid distractions

• Time Management

• Revision techniques (several sessions)

• Planning for folio work (subject specific)

• SQA Command words

• Managing stress/wellbeing

• Supported Study Drop in Café 
@GHSStudySkills



Group Mentoring – Why Me?

• Excellent feedback from all who attended last year 

• Helps you to help yourself study more effectively

• Sessions are tailored to what pupils think they need most help with

• Hints and tips to save time and improve grades 

• Follow us @GHSStudySkills

• #GHSstudyforsuccess
@GHSStudySkills



Upcoming events

Thursday 5th October – Parent Information Evening

Wednesday 18th October – S4-S6 Workshops

Monday 6th November – Parent/carer workshops 
‘Supporting your child’s learning at home’



Thank you for your time! If you have any questions 
about any of the areas covered, we are happy to 
answer them individually.

o Background – National Qualifications
o Raising Attainment at GHS
o Learner Journeys and Leaver Destinations
o GHS: Senior Phase Curriculum and Exam Presentation 

Levels for our Learners
o Changes to National Qualifications:

o 2017/18 National 5
o 2018/19 Higher
o 2019/20 Advanced Higher

o Assessment, Tracking and Reporting on Learners’ 
Progress


